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    A Naval Aviator commissioned through Aviation Officer Candidate School in May 1989, John Sheehan holds degrees from the United States Naval Postgraduate School (Ph.D. in Security Studies), George Mason University (M.A. in American History), Columbia College (M.B.A.), United States Naval War College (M.A. in National Security and Strategic Studies), and San Jose State University (B.S. in Aeronautics).


An attack pilot, Commander Sheehan served in VA-115 at NAF Atsugi, Japan and aboard USS Independence (CV-62). In 1995, he joined VA-196 for the final Intruder deployment, serving as a Forward Air Controller/Airborne.  He transitioned to the EA-6B, and served two tours with VAQ-141 as Prowler Tactics Instructor and Night Vision Goggles Instructor. He has logged over 3,500 flight hours and 750 arrested landings on 9 aircraft carriers.  

Ashore, CDR Sheehan served on the Joint Staff in J-5 Strategy as the lead for Security Cooperation and Global Posture Realignment.  He subsequently served as engagement lead for South and East Africa at United States Naval Forces Africa in Naples, Italy. In 2010, he was selected as a doctoral candidate in Security Studies at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School.  
After earning his doctorate, he joined the faculty of the United States Naval War College in October 2013, teaching Strategy and Policy there until his retirement from the Navy in July 2017. John then joined the Strategy and Policy faculty at Naval War College Monterey program as an associate professor in January 2018.  His research interests include international relations, grand strategy, and diplomatic history, and he has written on American imperialism.  John is thrilled to be married to the former Laurie Ann Cline of Santa Cruz, California.

