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Michael T. McMaster, 

Professor, Joint Maritime Operations, U.S. Naval War College Monterey


Professor Mike McMaster retired as a Navy Commander following 22 years commissioned service. As a Surface Warfare officer his afloat billets were in USS Bagley (FF 1069), USS Downes (FF 1070), USS Ingersoll (DD 990) and on the staff of Destroyer Squadron 21. While on Destroyer Squadron 21 he deployed to the Arabian Sea in USS Enterprise (CVN 65) and USS Hewitt (DD 966).

Ashore, he was an Assistant Professor of Naval Science at California Maritime Academy, where he taught NROTC courses in Sea Power, Weapons and Navigation, and on the staffs of Area ASW Forces Sixth Fleet in Naples, Italy and Special Operations Command Pacific in Aiea, Hawaii. While on the staff of Special Operations Command he served as Chief, JCS Exercise Division.

Professor McMaster is a graduate of the University of New Mexico (BBA) and the Naval Postgraduate School (MS). His last active duty billet was at Naval Postgraduate School serving as Deputy Dean of Students and Deputy Director of Programs.


Following retirement from the Navy, Professor McMaster joined the U.S. Naval War College Monterey as Professor of Joint Maritime Operations. Since joining the Naval War College faculty he has published and presented as follows:


Co-Author of the academic paper, “The U.S. Navy Since President Ronald Reagan: The Demise of the Maritime Strategy and the Search for a Replacement.” The paper was published as a chapter in Sea Power: Challenges Old and New (Sydney, Australia: Halsted Press, 2007). Professor McMaster (along with Professor Kenneth Hagan) presented the paper in February 2006 before a U.S. and international audience of 450 at the Royal Australian Navy Sea Power Conference 2006 in Sydney, Australia.

Co-Author of the academic paper, “The Triumph of Communications over Command of the Sea: The U.S. Navy in the North Atlantic, Southwest Pacific and Indian Ocean,” which Professor McMaster (with Professor Hagan) presented at the King-Hall 2007 Naval History Conference in Canberra, Australia. The paper was published as a chapter in Naval Networks: The Dominance of Communications in Maritime Operations (Sea Power Centre, Australia, 2012).

Co-Author (with Professor Hagan) of “In Search of a Maritime Strategy: The U.S. Navy 1981 – 2008,” the final chapter of In Peace and War: Interpretations of American Naval History, 30th Anniversary Edition (Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Group, 2008; now published by ABC/Clio).  He is also the Associate Editor of In Peace and War.
Co-Editor of Strategy in the American War of Independence, a collection of essays on international strategies in the American War of Independence. (London: Routledge, 2010).
Co-Author of the academic paper, “Admirals William S. Sims and Lewis Bayly and the Anglo-American Naval Alliance at Close Quarters,” which Professor McMaster (with Professor Hagan) presented in September 2009 at the Fifth Conference of the International Society for First World War Studies at the Imperial War Museum in London, England.

Co-Author of the academic paper, “His Remarks Reverberated From Berlin to Washington,” in the United States Naval Institute Proceedings in December 2010.

Co-Author of the academic paper, “William Sowden Sims and Five Classmates in The Old Navy’s School House, 1876-1880,” presented at the U.S. Naval Academy, 2011 Naval History Symposium in September 2011.

Co-Author of “The Anglo-American Naval Checkmate of Germany’s Guerre de Course, 1917-1918.” In Commerce Raiding: Historical Case Studies, 1755-2009. Naval War College Newport Papers 40. Newport, RI: Naval War College Press, 2013.

In September 2008, Professor McMaster served as the naval and strategic planning representative to the US Embassy in Azerbaijan in a review of the Azerbaijani National Maritime Strategy. He was selected to out brief the Chief of the Azerbaijani Navy on the results of the work.
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